Bill Gary

*‘Black people are beginning
to focus in on the problem,””
sald Bill Gary explaining why
black youth in colleges are now
returning to their communities
to encourage more and more
young people to stay in school
and go on to higher education.

The idea of the College Out-
reach Program originated in the
very fertile mind of Bill Gary
following acollege night program
at the Neighborhood House sev-
eral years ago.

Bill and others had arranged
to have young students from var=-
ious colleges come to the cent-
er that evening to share their
experiences with the Plainfield
high school students,

“I got to thinking that one
night was not enough,”” Bill said,
“I could see that we needed
something like this for the stud-
ents on a year round basis,”

Bill understood that he would
have to maintain a high level
of interest in order to keep the
students coming to the meetings
throughout the year.

*“We decided that we would
have to offer interesting pro-
grams, Also we wanted to ac-
quaint the students with the whole
range of college experience, so
we had people come in to talk
with them about the 8, A, T, sched-
uling, we worked with them on
completing applications and fol-
lowing through on applications
for financial aid.”

In order to help the students
sense the reality of college, Bill
began to arrange tripstovarious
schools, enabling the students to
see the environment, sense the
atmosphere and participate in
some of the activities,

~“They were than able to see
that this was something into
which they could project them-
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selves, something with which
they could identify,”” Bill ex-
plained,

Bill came to Plainfield from
Greenville, South Carolina when
he was about seven years old,
His father died when he was
eleven, leaving his mother, his
sister and himself. Bill went
through the Plainfield school
system.

“I more or less had to make
it on my own,”” said Bill in
answer to a query as to en-
couragement he received from
high school personnel to go on
to school, ““Nobody was pushing
me toward college,”’ Bill re-
called, “but I was kind of lucky
that I wasn’t good with mechanics
or I probably would have taken
that way out,””

As it was Bill took a busi-
ness course and a few college
preparatory subjects. He “sort
of stumbled into college,”

“I had a couple of friends
who had gone to college and I
identified with them. Then I
had a cousin who had gone to
school. He talked to me and
I began to think that if they
could do it, so could 1,”*

Laughing, Bill recalled that
another thing that helped him
decide to get into school was
all that heavy work he was pul-
ling down in a factory that first
semester that he didn’t go to
school,

‘When Bill completed his stud-
ies at Central State in Wilber-
force, Ohio he returned to Plain-
field,” He worked with the Par-.
ole Board for a while, then with
the Neighborhood House in Plain=
field. At present, he works as
2 social worker with the Plain-
field School system. His work,
however, with the students in
the Coilege Outreach Program is

Plainfield,

““Their minds are well cul-
tivated, they have black aware-
ness, When they come back they
will have something significant
to contribute,

‘““Many of them say that they
want to come back here to teach
in our schools,” Bill said, *T
don’t think college will separ-
ate them from their concern for
our people,”

The Outreach Program holds
raffles and a few other fund
raising events toraise the money
needed to operate, The funds
are used to pay application fees,
8,A.T, fees, finance college trips
and financial assistance to the

a voluntary contribution that he
is making to the community.
“Last year we sent thirty
kids to college,” he said. ‘“This
year we’ve gotten twenty-eight
in, You know we almost had
a hundred per cent this year -
out of thirty-three seniors, we
put twenty-eight in., I was mad
about missing out on the other
five, but ...)
‘What are the high school stud-
ents, with which Bill works, like? '
“The kids are pretty deep.
They are really thinking out
things before they act, Once
they get something that they can
really rally behind I think it
will be a very beautiful thing.””
In general, are the youngsters
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would like to see more organi
zations make scholarships avail
able to the members of th
College Outreach Program
Finance is usually the bigges
hurdle faced by the students

““A lot of people are dealin
in rhetoric, not action,”” sai
Bill. We need to be out ther
giving the youngsters confidenci
in themselves, 1 really wouli
like to see the people get mory
involved. We have a lot o
people screaming and hollering
but they are not directly involvec
with the kids, they aren’t dir.
ectly involved with the political
social and educational change

" that we're trying to make for

the cause, I think that’s para-
mount, We as a people have
to stop dealing with ‘’m black-
er than thou’ and start
things - this is the key,””
And so it is,

students,
interested enough in Plainfield _ -~
to come back to it?

“They’re really beautiful,’
says Bill. ‘‘Most of them say
that they want to come back t..
this community to work., Tt
want movement and change a
I believe they will accompli:
social, political and education:
change,”

Students who have gone on tc
school through the Outreach Pro-
gram return to talk to those
still in the program to encour-
age them and share what they
are learning about the college
scene,

“One girl was really beauti-
ful,” Bill said. ‘‘She went to
C.AP, to get a job and told
them even if there weren’t any
paying positions available, she
still wanted to come down and
rap with the kids, "

In a few years, Bill says,
Plainfield will have a number of |
young black leaders out of this
growing group of young black
who go on to sc
not lose sight of |
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